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The Honorable 

William J. Porter , • • 

Department of State 
Wash nig ton, D..C. 

4 * 

ft 

Dear Mr. Ambassador : ' 

. ’ * 

• - , 

. t 

1 know the Chairman will be disappointed not 
to . see you before you depart for Paris because, as 
you will recall, the Committee enjoyed so much your 
session with it prior to your- assignment to Korea. 

* 

* 

I am taking the liberty of sending to you a 
copy of a letter the Chairman received today from 
Professor George Rabin, who is somewhat of an 
authority on Southeast Asia. It occurred to me 
that Professor Rabin 1 s recent visit to Hanoi might 
provide some information which would be useful to 
you in your new -duties. ; 
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With best wishes , I am 


« • 

Sincerely yours, 

A j ,1 { * * » J < { f # v .♦ 

l fi v . •*." * •: 
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cc: Assistant. Secretary Marsha]! Green 
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Senator J. Viliiaa Pul bright . 
Chairnan 

•Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
u.o. Senate. 

Washington, D.c. 
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Dear Senator Fulbright : 


'Bangkok, Thailand • . 
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' ‘t^t-say «t«y tn Worth 'netuM 

&nd the PRG the July l^t pj?-' 7 va^Tt v * repro&cnuafcives of Hanoi 
- for ny vioit I 8 taUa ^tV^SaV^f ‘ , *? >*“»« -rodents 
governmental connection «y p?inori iator^I ach ? lsr vitl,out 
.idea of their negotiating ^itinn wa « m .securing a..clearer 

.elucidation of the 7-ioi'nts?" ’ ^ ..particular .a ..further _ 

neetiJ^^ !* fch v;horn 1 hafi °ne ‘ 

Ambassador Da Van Lau,. to soend 1 a^nuch tim/°*n 1G l,ariS tal!cs *. 

necessary to secure a cl ^rpr nrtT ," txmt. with me as I deemed 
of the DRV government, and I h^d tvo lnn^° ne Cotiating position 

running to four hours! in Iddilion i i ^ oe ", tino *«» him, one 
with fir. Nguyen Thu Suoi, the Donut- lh ?? V?? 5 and usoful talk . 

; 9f the PRO in ‘Hanoi (the chief being in Paris) ^ Special R ®P r ®o®ntafcic 

Several other official sf ^h^vr d * saussians ( ail<5 > briefer talks with 
believe, a sigtunSft elLi^tion Vi } h data ^hich provide, I .. 

July 1st proposal — p 8 rticu?“Ji? -°f r *" p ? rtDRt ? arts of the 7-Point 
essential elements. from tiie-o'Vtt'/T'^ °° 0ne ’- T "° and Seven. The 
memorandum.. m writing thiT I tivl £lT orcanized in the attached 
context, ar.d 1 believe it is*e f--i t-h-fui' !\ j f>ry f ' cn '?* tive to nuances and 
point of view of the Kano* ^ov-rr-i n t ^ft>, aC f W f te rendition of • the 
shorthand, took verbatim notes in"' the »•* “ir,^ *’ mVjp Ky vife » who trjl :o3 
over the notes on our four-hour into™? . , . fc ®f, vl9W3 - I!a Vixn Lau vent 
th&t they were correct, makinr - corr^nfS ‘‘ x , th ^ r . Gat cart * to ensure 
called for. (If you should ^ *hey were • 
the accounts of Jia V av i.-.n -»..i ' l '’'* '."' J v: '<-th respect to 

them to you.) c ' nu Suoi I should bo glad to sene' 
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cor-c 3 u' , 5 o Ut: p f' 0 ? n ) J » w>(S this, memorandum you will . 

provide* 1 rr«it ’ VC i t “ :it i ie 7 ~' x ’ oir - b i'ropor.al doss in fact ' 

• Ff°^ . acal Oi reel substance for discussion -if* >k 0 • 

Cnoul( ‘ Aovolop a genuine interest in explorin'* 

th.. possibilities for a negotiated settle-rent. • -° 

► . 

" 'nodcr?to r S^-^ rcc ®i v «?‘ . the impression that the -relatively ' 

willing ~ to £ fi °r tU1C n °? ^roposial (including the clear 
... .“o <i.cooiri£ the Amencnn ■no^T f t rm • 

Z ^ f ? ri f n ° rs ’) reflectad the Comr-mnis.ts ' belie f tfat it^oJld 
bc^Upotivo enough to induce the Administration to evert ' 

Pro - j ^ e~ U-’l* Vi p?? ? in in S ?-) z ^ y ie tnari to ensure that' the' October *" 

r V “ lr ' 1 --©etaon youla ''Tin-- to power someone other than • 

T ieu - -- a nov: oJ1 t ron administration which would be seriou" about- ' • 
commencing negotiations With tho IRC. ailOUu . a f ont ;.., 

Ihe Vietnamese Communists see in President Kixon* *v vi«*it to 

T »?Vo?uSo°nr C « S r ,f * the problem^ - 

Pa?i- b^voen f * n61ct » f’ft oo negotiated and settled at 

.5 * bcuy«.en ohc Americans and the Vietnamese, and in ta*>k«? 

-accept”-! wlo 1 ?7r a o*r7 ar * 1<!S th * noc i v08 - »«* '«o«» proofed to • 

accept a iole feu Ouher major powers (excluding jananl in 
g gian lociy a Vietnam settlement once it has beonVchujvec' but 

in o2f‘ I- ? ‘”?t?t inS that thc«c pov-ern v;ili ,£'.*& part 

in working out that -settlement. If the United ^tofr. e --i. 

nri^r^^f 10 " 8 - H “ ot “» ™ ™ Uins 

.fighting for «s long as necessary; arid thev are clear] v rwmdno 
as to their military potential in the South. 1 -ansuine 

. X1 Cno additional point that I believe will interest vou " 

to the American; prisoners hold in the l.orth. Ky renuost 
permission to visit a camp in order to observe the* condition of 
the prisoners was denied. I was informed that the r 1°L * 

government no^longor permits visits by Americans Jr ot^? outsit - 

•vhov con y ince<? that 00 T 8 P of those US prisoners 

infoTii' ■ prt \ lously releasee, were responsible for providing 

obi Jc ti ”o nC of C t -O G r a 1 2 tl '° 1 ° cati0 ' n of the ’’hi ch was the 

C ' t i.,° T Y ] - oroGrod lr f Kixon last fall. At least for 

lc'oticn 0 0 ;^^ 40 n -°. t . v f ,jh t0 iuhe risks vi th ro.-jarcl to the 

" lp0 v ' nlc ' 1 aro nov in operation, for cleortv thov 
00 not dioaiEs th« posoibiutj- that i-ixon ..-i«hl order fur tho'? rads'! 

oroviLfii 1 T, t0 uU:1 “ thr ’ information and that 

in tho^4?->“V in77'7 T >r “ a ’“ ?”■ "hatever vay you think is 

»-.u. * i» i. •/&)«.*) I UfuOlO.Ol# however* b^C’-r evn T 4. r% ^ -1 S 

of hi A;TS-. V ''!--' :iXr ' l r ‘o «r#or*, the conno^on?cs • 

of “ e r?* 1 BII0allS not 11 ho any public wotiou 

October (i X ? n , - 1 ?** ” M:: iofornativ: at looct until ilfiar 

tvo— ec : - vT«-it''‘-V°-h r ^ 5,,H:o Sections during a 

“ •• v - < - ; ‘- v 1 s 1 O o.) j ! i /-OJ ; 1 ■•-pgiVlp^Sir l C.K. 
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Senator J. William Fulbriqht 
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Since I have regularly consulted with Senator McGovern on Asian affairs, I 
feel an obligation to send him a copy of the enclosed memorandum, but in doing 
so I will, of course, ask that he consult with you before making any use of it. I do 
not plan to send the memorandum to anyone else unless you think that this might 

be helpful. 

I should appreciate hearing from you that you have received this 
memorandum. Tomorrow I am leaving for a brief trip to Cambodia, but beginning 
August 30 for a period of six weeks I can be reached c/o Department of History, 
Monash University, Clayton, Victoria, Australia. 


Sincerely yours, 


[signed] 

George McT. Kahin 
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August 20, 1971 


Elucidation of the PRG’s Seven Point Proposal of July 1, 1971 

1. Point One: Introductory Paragraph Does Not Incorporate Pre-Requisite 
Conditions 


The first paragraph of Point One, the Communists emphasize, describes a 
matter of principle. More specifically, they say, the stipulation that the U.S. 
“stop the policy of Vietnamization of the war” is not to be regarded as a 
“pre-requisite condition” to agreement on Parts A and B and for making 
them operative. Parts A and B of Point One are to be regarded as the 
concrete explanation of the principle - the specifics which must be agreed 
upon to make the principle operative. 

2. Flexibility as to the Terminal Date for Withdrawal of all U.S. Force 

The spokesman for the Hanoi government indicated to me that the 
terminal date suggested by the PRG for the withdrawal of American troops 
(i.e. the end of 1971) is not fixed, and that it could be extended. To be 
explicit he stated: “The PRG raised the terminal date of the withdrawal of 
the totality of US troops in 1971 . That is the PRG’s point of view. But the 
Nixon administration can give its own idea on that. But he avoids even this 
question.” 

Thus, the Communist side is flexible in this matter, and they are 
apparently quite prepared to meet the objection voiced by Ambassador 
Bruce when he stated: “In respect to your deadline for the total withdrawal 
of United States forces., we cannot possibly accept your arbitrary 
determination that (it) must be agreed to by us without any discussion or 
negotiation.” 

3. Release of Prisoners Provided for Under Point One (b) is Limited to Those 
Captured in Vietnam 

In response to my question as to whether the release of prisoners under 
Point One (b) embraced the fighting in Laos and Cambodia as well as that 
in Vietnam, I was informed quite clearly that it related only to the problem 
of Vietnam, and that: “Regarding the situation in Laos or Cambodia, the 
Laotian and Cambodian people have their own position. In Laos there is 
the Patriotic Front, in Cambodia the National Union Government of 
Kampuchea.” 
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4. Relation of Point One to Point Two: An Unavoidable Interdependence 

it was repeatedly stressed ihat Point One and Point Two are “basic points” 
and “of key importance in the whole Seven Points”, and that “if Points One 
and Two are settled, we think that the other points can be easily resolved.” 


Although the Communists are prepared to separate Point One from Point 
Two (as well as from the subsequent five points) as far as the level of 
discussion is concerned, this does not mean that implementation of Point 
One can be undertaken prior to and separable from agreement on Point 
Two. Thus, with respect to Point One they are prepared to discuss the 
modalities for carrying out the provisions of paragraphs A and B and for a 
bi-lateral cease fire, and to reach agreement concerning these matters 
prior to an agreement on Point Two. However, before the agreements 
reached under Point One can be actually implemented , agreement must 
have been reached on Point Two (though not on the remaining five 
points). 


However, 1 gained the impression that the essential part of Point Two that 
must be agreed upon and carried out in order to make agreements 
reached on Point One operative is only the first paragraph - that providing 
for the removal of Nguyen Van Thieu’s leadership and its replacement by 
“a new administration” (not a new government) in Saigon. This appears to 
be the minimum bedrock requirement with respect to Point Two without 
which one cannot expect agreements reached under Point One to become 
operative. The Communists seem to believe that any Saigon 
administration replacing Thieu’s would be disposed to enter into talks with 
them for the purpose of working out an armistice and a political settlement 
in the South; and they are convinced that the very fact of the US 
permitting Thieu to be replaced, whether through elections or otherwise, 
would be tangible proof that US policy was changing and encouraging 
negotiations and a political settlement. 

5. Difficulty of Reaching Agreements on Provision B of Point One While 
Thieu is Still in Power 


Here the release of all (“totality of) captured soldiers of “all parties” 
and of all “civilians captured in the war” is called for. The problem, of 
course, is that so long as Thieu is in power it would seem impossible for 
Provision B of Point One to be carried out fully, for that means releasing 
many thousands of civilians held in Thieu’s jails as well as the captured 
NLF and North Vietnamese soldiers who are in Saigon’s custody. 
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